
 1

Government of India  
Ministry of Agriculture  

Department of Agriculture & Cooperation  
National Rainfed Area Authority  

(Bundelkhand Cell)  
            

    NASC Complex, 2nd Floor,  
Dev Prakash Shastri Marg,  

Opp. Todapur Village, PUSA,  
New Delhi-110012  

No.22-1/NRAA/AH&F/2009                                                                                         

Dated the 18th January, 2010   

Subject :  Actionable points of the meeting on "Bundelkhand Package for Uttar 
Pradesh" held on 16th January, 2010 at Lucknow.  

 

  The undersigned is directed to send herewith a list of action points 

emerged out of the meeting on "Special Package for Drought Mitigation and a 

Comprehensive Package for Integrated Development of Bundelkhand Regions of Uttar 

Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh" held at Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh 16th January, 2010 for 

information/necessary action.  
 

Encl : As above  

              -sd- 

                      (M.S.Sethi)  

        Under Secretary to   

                Government of India  

            Telefax : 011-23382038 
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Actinable points of the meeting on "Bundelkhand Package for Uttar 

Pradesh" held on 16th January, 2010 at Lucknow. 

  The above meeting was held with the Chief Secretary, Principal 

Secretaries and there senior officials of the Government of UP, CEO and Technical 

Expert (F), NRAA and a representative of the Planning Commission. Item-wise 

detailed deliberations vere made and the following pints emerged out of the meeting.  

1) District Agricultural Plans have already been prepared which will be revised 

after incorporating convergence with the package.  

2) Posting of adequate staff for realizing adequate absorption capacity may be 

taken up.  

3) States will prepare proposals for the ACA, CS and other schemes shown in 

the package and submit for their approval.  

4) All the line department should ensure the State budget provision and submit 

the state sector proposals immediately as per the approved work plan for the 

Bundelkhand Package.  

5) Re-appropriation of funds outside the Bundelkhand districts is not 

permissible and implementation of the administratively approved 

Programme under the package may be de-centralized to one of the 

Divisional Commissioners located in the Bundelkhand region for fast 

tracking of time bound activities.  

6) Provision of milk collection and chilling centers has been made both under 

the marketing/warehousing infra-structure as well as dairying schemes. 

Convergence may be attempted and duplication of the ifra-structure should 

be avoided.   

7) Curtailment of the warehousing and marketing infra-structure and re-

appropriation of savings from Rs.700 crores to some other priorities of the 

state will be worked out. Saving should be diverted for creating water 
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harvesting structures in the forest area and increasing cropping intensity 

during the rainy season.    

8) Allocation for the deep tube wells may be re-considered since specific yield 

in this hard rock area is very low and unutilized ground water is practically 

not utilization.  

9) Allocation under tanks and ponds shown at Page No.2 as well as Page No.9 

of the paper circulated by the State seems to be duplicated to the extent of 

Rs. 128 crores. The planning may be rationalized and saving could be 

considered for rainwater harvesting in the forest area being upper 

catchments of the watersheds.  

10)  Creation of custom hiring services of machinery was very much appreciated 

due to small   holdings. However, specific norms may be worked out so that 

agri-business centers and small holders are only eligible to set up these 

centers. Large holders may not be interested in serving custom hiring 

services. The custom hiring service providers should be imparted adequate 

training in the farm machinery operation and maintenance.   

11) Re-charging of the dug wells may also be converged with Artificial Ground 

Water Re-charging Scheme of the Central Ground Water Board.  

12) Enhancement of allocation under various schemes was flagged by the State 

due to increased cost norms. It was agreed that the work should be started 

immediately at the highly prioritized locations and additional ties will be 

considered after having noticed the progress of work and performance of the 

absorption capacities as stipulated in the recommendations of Central team.  

13) Additional budget for lining of the ponds was not considered in this package 

because recharging is also very essential in this region to make use of 

investments into dug wells and bore wells. Moreover sub-surface storage of 

rainwater is long lasting as compared to the surface storage.  

14) Watershed management Programme should be designed jointly both for the 

forest and non-forest part of the watershed wherever possible. In that case 
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implementation should be done first in the upper catchments of forest by the 

Forest Department so as to observe sequence of ridge to valley.  

15) Contingency plan of the agricultural department should also keep in view 

the watershed treatment activities and synergies may be harnessed.  

16) Contingency cropping should be designed with the premises to increase 

cropping intensity during the kharif season which is also related with 

'Anapratha' (let loosing of the animals). 

17) Strengthening of Seed Corporation and seed farms may be discussed with 

the JS (Seeds), Ministry of Agriculture.  

18) Crop insurance for the non-loanee farmers and weather based system may be 

targeted.  

19) Promotion of horticulture under NHM scheme should be planned in clusters 

so as to realise benefits of aggregation, markiting, processing, value addition 

and higher profitability to the farmers.  

20) Forest fringe area should be accorded highest priority for watershed 

treatments. Highest priority should also be given to in-situ rainwater 

conservation and harvesting. Natural regeneration is expected to take place 

automatically or the Forest department may dovetail with the other schemes 

for added natural regeneration. Coverage of additional area will be 

considered after seeing the progress of implementation for one year.   

21) Savings out of rationalisation of  implementation by the various departments 

should be prioritised for rainwater harvesting in the forest areas.  

22) Higher priority should be given to improve breed of livestock through 

castration of scrub bulls, the natural and artificial insemination services. 

23) Establishments of new veterinary hospitals may be considered later on when 

there is improved live stock who will respond to the veterinary treatment and 

the saving may be considered for setting up a meat processing plant in the 

private sector like that of in Lucknow, Bareily and other districts.  
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24) There is a lot of scope to add value in processing the meat of goat, sheep etc. 

which are being traded in local hats and transported live to as far of areas as 

Leh and Laddakh. There is a project to improve abattoirs by the 

Municiapality of Jhansi. This project is not going to help rural areas which 

require value addition by processing. Saving realised due to postponement 

of the construction of Veterinary Hospitals at this stage may be utilized for 

setting up of meat processing plants.   

25) Dairy sector has made proposals which are being duplicated in the 

construction of marketing infra-structure and warehousing. There is an 

urgent need for rarionalisation of the activities of tow departments and 

utilise savings for some other priorities of water harvesting especially in the 

forest land. Alternative innovative institutions of Primary Producers 

Companies, Joint Liability Groups etc. may be attempted.    

26) Representative of the Irrigation Department did not have up to date 

information about the priorities for developing command in the Raj Chat and 

Beriayar-I projects (head regulator has been replaced). A senior level officer 

may immediately contact NRAA with the details requested and agreed to by 

the Chief Secretary.  

27) Restoring capacities of canals, repair, renovation and re-modeling of the 

canals with an investment of Rs. 284 crores was again not clear due to lack 

of participation of Irrigation Department at the senior level. Visit of a senior 

level officer with full details has already been mentioned earlier.  

28) The state expressed some apprehensions about the release of funds 

(especially additional ties) under the CS and CSS schemes. It was explained 

that there could be some problems under RKVY  and BRGF because of the 

formula or ceiling based releases. However overall there is insignificant 

allocation under these two schemes and if the state still desires relaxation for 

the special area, the same may be submitted.  

29) There was a demand to increase beyond 100 days employment under 

MNREGA. The information on utilization of employment norms per 
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household in the past was not available and the state may take up this matter 

with the Ministry of Rural Development with facts and figures.  

30) State also raised the issue of hiking 40% material component under 

MNREGA. It was advised that 60:40 ratio may be considered at the district 

level as a flexibility measure and additional requirement of the material 

component, if any, can also be met from other items under convergence to 

be specifically mentioned in the DPR.  

31) Relaxation of some guidelines for this special and drought frequented area is 

already under consideration of the Planning Commission and the concerned 

Ministries.  

32) Except MNREGA component, use of machinery and contracting is 

permissible to optimize cost.  

33) Proposal of strengthening Rehamankhera outside Bundelkhand region may 

be dropped.   

 


