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Decision making takes 
place at local level: District 
officials of Datia, Madhya 
Pradesh 
 
Datia is situated 320 kms north 

of Bhopal with 3 Janpads and 
around 281 gram panchayats.  
 

District officers of Datia district, 
Madhya Pradesh started the 
process of decentralized 

planning in panchayats and 
wards from 2011-2012 to 

empower the rural and urban 
communities.  The purpose of 
decentralized planning is to 

strengthen local bodies as per 
73rd and 74th amendments of 

the Indian Constitution.  The 
process of planning has been 
taking place at different places 

such as village level; janpad 
level for rural areas, ward level 
and municipality level at urban 

areas, further the District 
Planning Officer has been 

consolidating both the plans 
and making a comprehensive 

plan at district level.  
 
To review, reflect and refresh 

the planning process a one-day 
workshop has been organized 
on August 3, 2013 at Zilla 

Panchayat Office, Datia. 
 

Mr. Sanjay Lakkewar, District 
Planning Officer of Datia district 
who has been playing a crucial 

role in facilitating in building 
the capacities of Master 

trainers, Technical Support 
Groups (TSGs) and developing 
plans says “Last year was 
fruitful year for us, we could 
train 1204 TSGs, out of which 
96 are rural teams and 76 are 
urban teams. These TSGs had 
visited the villages and 



facilitated village level and ward 
level plans. A great demand had 
been aroused from the 
community   and requested 27 
departments to respond. I keep 
on communicating with the 
department heads on the 
demand.  They have started 
responding in this connection.  It 
may take some more time to 
respond 100%.  However, I am 
sure this process will be helpful 
to the officers as well as 
community members to allocate 
the resources as per the demand 
and need.” 
 
Around 43 representatives from 
27 departments such as, 
Agriculture, Rural 

Development, Public Works, 
Education, Women and Child 
Development etc have 

participated in one-day 
workshop and discussed on 

previous year plan and a way 
further to design future plans.  

 
Mr. R.K. Jain, Chief Municipal 
Officer of Indragadh of Datia 

district who was very active in 
discussions says “Workshop 
helped me to clarify the doubts 
on demand plan from the 
villagers, response plan from the 
authorities. Further I would like 
to suggest that TSG should be 
given full time to facilitate ward 
level plans.”  
 

Mr. S.P. Batra, Specialist in 
Statistics of State Planning 
Commission briefed the concept 

of Decentralised Planning, 
process; the role of Gram 

Sabha, Janpad and facilitation 



Highlights of workshop 
 

1. People at villages in rural 
areas and wards in urban 
areas can understand 

their needs better. 
 

2. Officers at District, State 
and National level exactly 
do not know the priorities 

of the people in the 
villages. 

 
3. Departments should 

address the demand of the 

people and update the 
same in the website. 

 

4. Strengthen the capacities 
of Technical Support 

Groups (TSGs) to handle 
at village and facilitate in 
developing village level and 

ward level plans. 
 

5. Monitor the demand plan 
and response plan and 
communicate the same to 

the concerned officers.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

process of Technical Support 
Groups at village and ward 

level.  He emphasized that the 
plans developed horizontal with 

integrated approach can serve 
the community in a better way.  
He stressed on responding by 

the officers for the demand of 
the people as per the 
availability of resources. 

Further he said, technical 
support groups should be well 

acquainted with the information 
of previous plan and response 
as they have been visiting again 

visit the villages.   
 

Mr. K. Srinivas, Specialist, 
Communications and 
Documentation reiterated on 

the importance of decentralized 
planning by involving the local 
communities. He emphasized 

on the need of participation of 
all category of communities in 

the gram sabha including SC, 
ST and Women. He pointed out 
that strengthening the technical 

support groups is one of the 
important key activity in 
decentralized planning of the 

Datia district.  While sharing 
his experiences of Hoshangabad 

and Kandwa district he 
requested the district officials to 

prepare realistic as per the 
demand. A comprehensive 

integrated district plan will give 
much more clarity to prioritize 
the development activities and 

resources, he added.  
 
All the officers of Datia district 
had geared up to strengthen the 
TSG groups and facilitate 

village level plans in the coming 
months.  As a next step of this, 
District Planning Officer 

announced the scheduled of 
Masters Trainers training on 

August 6, 2013 and further 
development of village level and 
ward level plans.  
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